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Chairman’s Report

By the time you read this the final plot inspections of the year will have taken place.  Of course, a watching brief is kept between inspections by the Site sub-Committees and we are all heartened to see the steady improvement in the standard of cultivation over recent years.  The criteria used to monitor the Sites are that the ‘face’ of a plot changes with the seasons: we all garden differently but the seasons will always dictate that a cared for plot changes throughout the year. 

Paula Alderson and I represented the Roehampton Allotments at the recent Wandsworth Borough Council Allotment Meeting.  WBC convenes these regular meetings to enable Site Managers from the Council allotments to meet and discuss issues and developments.  WBC also held its annual Wandsworth in Bloom awards ceremony on a balmy late September evening in the Herb Garden at Battersea Park.  Mentioned in dispatches were the Roehampton Site winners Lesley Harvey (for Site 2) and Frank Bigglestone (for Site 3); highly commended were Vicky Donaldson, Georgina O’Reilly and George Earle. 

Bonfire Night is almost upon us.  As usual, a large bonfire will be held on each site.  Site 2 is particularly suitable for families as the bonfire is held on the hard-standing by the Store – do come along.  Our illustrious Store Manager, Alan Rake, will be supervising assisted by our Treasurer.

As you know, November 5th is the one date in the year when it is permitted to burn rubbish on the plots.  If you do decide to hold your own mini-bonfire, please be aware of your neighbours and the local residents.  And of course, don’t forget the shredder – much woody waste can now be composted rather than burned thanks to this new addition to our family!  There is a new website run by WBC, called Project Dirt (www.projectdirt.com) where you can join discussion groups, see new developments etc.  You will also see information about our shredder posted there. 

Speaking of waste, WBC is organising the annual rubbish collection; we will post the date on each Site as soon as details are given.  It is important for the continuation of this important annual event that 
NON-COMPOSTABLE ALLOTMENT/GARDEN WASTE ONLY is left for collection.

For the information of all plotholders – the Safer Neighbourhood Team now has a key to the Sites and will include them on their patrols.  I hope you agree that this positive development will contribute to the safety of all.

And so to the AGM.  The minutes of the 2009 AGM and the Agenda for this years AGM will come with this Bulletin. The AGM will be held on 25 November at 7.30pm in St. Margaret’s Church Hall, Putney Park Lane.  Please join us (most particularly if you are a prize-winner) for this important event, which includes the Annual Awards presentation and is followed by mulled wine and nibbles.  Shirley Gillbe
Autumn Show Prize Winners
See Attachment 1
The Roehampton Garden Society Shows and Awards

The history of the RGS is a long one, dating back to 1873.  Reflecting this long history are the Shows, and the cups and medals awarded for exhibit excellence in them, which have endured for nearly a century and a half and which continue to fulfill an important community function.

Mariangela Renshaw (co-chair of the Show sub-Committee) and I, with much help from Sheila Konig (our excellent membership secretary and keeper of the cups), have recently reviewed the awards list. Aided by Show Schedules dating back to 1947, we have re-instated, where possible, cups to the classes for which they were originally donated.  A full list of cups and this years winners can be found in attachment 2. Following are some interesting facts.

The Summer Show has had a number of names over the decades.  It was historically the Flower and Vegetable Show, when 2 annual Shows were held per year and the Society was the Roehampton Estate Garden Society.   By 1957, following the amalgamation with the Roehampton Horticultural Society into the newly named Roehampton Garden Society, there were 3 annual shows (I applaud the energy of the organisers): the Village Flower Show in June, the Summer Show in July and the Autumn Show in September.  This triumvirate continued until 1966 when the Society reverted to 2 Shows: the Village Flower Show in June and the Autumn Show in September. By the late 1990s, the June Show was called the Rose Show and by the noughties it had become the Summer Show.  The bias of exhibits in June does however continue to be towards flowers. 

The Roehampton Horticultural Society (RHS) was the oldest of the Societies, having been founded in 1873 by the ‘posh’ residents at the top of the hill (the Roehampton Estate Garden Society was instituted in 1922 at the time of the building of the Dover House Estate).  It was that original Society that held a June Show (up until 1939) and many of the cups presented for exhibits in the current Summer Show relate to the RHS i.e. The Lady Corry Cup; The Lady Hudson Cup; The Dr Coulthard Cup; The A. Norman Rogers Cup.  The Sassoon Cup given for the best non-Rose exhibit is sadly now missing. 

The other cups of note are the Centenary Cup, first awarded in 1973 to mark the centenary of the Roehampton Gardening Society; the Jack Hawkins Challenge Cup, presented by the actor Jack Hawkins, a resident of Putney and noted gardener; the Summer and Autumn Cookery Cups which were previously known as the Ladies’ Cups – in the days when the cookery and craft sections of the Shows were the exclusive preserve of ladies (those were the days!).  Also noteworthy is the RETA Challenge Cup, awarded by the Roehampton Estate Tenants Association.

From the records available to us it appears that the majority of cups were donated between 1948 and 1957 as up until 1948 there were only 2 special awards: The Royal Horticultural Society’s Banksian Medal and the London Garden Society’s Bronze Medal, each awarded for accumulated points across both Shows.  The Roehampton Horticultural Society’s cups must have been kept in storage until the re-introduction of the Village Flower Show….

So, if you are talented enough to have won an award, please come to the AGM to receive it – think of the history attached to it! Shirley Gillbe
Bonfires
You will know that, according to the rules, bonfires are not permitted on allotment sites (rule 21).  The consequences for disregarding this rule sound dire.   No one at the Council offices can give permission for a bonfire but, by custom, bonfires have been held on our two sites, on or around the 5 November, Guy Fawkes Night, for generations, and certainly since the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (section 80).

We ask all our tenants not to make a nuisance to their neighbours, houses or plot-holders, to ensure their bonfire is fully supervised and left in a safe state. Paula Alderson Site Manager
Paths

At a recent Site Managers’ Meeting at Wandsworth Council, much of the time was devoted to the safe maintenance of paths.  It was agreed that a major hazard on allotment sites was the unsafe condition of paths between plots and the fact that plot-holders could be held responsible for accidents caused by them.

All plot-holders have signed an Agreement to abide by the rules in which paragraphs 10 to 15 (incl.) deal with “common areas and pathways”.  Transgressions invariably involve paragraph 10 which states that plot-holders must …

“maintain the common pathways between plots, and on all sides of the plot, to ensure plot edges are in good condition to reduce risk of injury by falling or slipping, and to keep them free of weeds, holes, obstructions, or other hazards.”

The usual hazard, though there are others, is that grass remains uncut at the edge of the plot.

The width of paths between plots should usually be kept at between 450 mm and 750 mm and it is up to  plot-holders to maintain half the path between themselves and the neighbouring plot.  Where the plot adjoins a main pathway for which the Society is responsible, the plot-holder is responsible only for the edge of the plot.

Maintenance of the edges of common pathways is a feature that will be considered in future plot inspections.

While on the subject of paths, it seems that several plot-holders have a problem with paths between beds within the plot.  This is especially true of those using wood surrounds to the beds.  Many have solved this problem by putting a thick layer of wood-chips on those paths.  (Intermittently we provide a heap of wood-chips – free -  and can try to get some if you contact us.)  It needs to be thick to prevent weeds from growing through.  Some have even solved the problem by mowing between the beds.  Paving stones is another weed-defying solution.  Others cultivate the whole plot each year, changing the position of beds and therefore digging the whole plot over annually.

Paula Alderson Site Manager
Jobs for November

Paula Alderson advises:
Dig out as many weeds as you can or they will have multiplied by spring;

Prune all fruit bushes and canes:
- Blackberries and raspberries: cut old canes that have fruited out, right back to the base and tie in new growth to fruit next summer.

- Gooseberries and Currants: Cut side branches back to 2/3 buds.

- Put lots of manure around base and feed with potash in the spring.
November recipe
A seasonal recipe! You can also use squashes instead of pumpkin
Pumpkin Soup
1kg (3 lb) pumpkin or squash

1 tablesp. oil

25 g (1 oz) butter

1  large onion 

850 ml (1 ½ pt) stock

425 ml (15 fl oz) whole milk

Tablesp chopped sage

Salt and pepper

To garnish

greek yogurt

chopped parsley

1. Sauté the onion in the oil and butter over a low heat.

2. Peel the squash and cut into cubes and add to the onions and cook gently for 5 minutes.

3. Pour in the stock and sage and season. Bring to the boil then simmer for 20 minutes until squash is soft.

4. Liquidise the squash mixture and return to the pan with the milk. Reheat and taste to adjust the seasoning.
5. Serve in warm soup bowls with a teaspoon of greek yoghurt and chopped parsley on top.

Attachments

1. 2010 Autumn Show first prize winners – omitted from last bulletin.
2. List of RGS Awards.

Also to be delivered with the Bulletin:

Minutes of the 2009 AGM; 
Agenda for 2010 AGM
Next Bulletin
The next Bulletin will be available in the first week of January 2011. It will report on the AGM.

Wishing you all the Season’s Greetings and a happy and peaceful New Year. 
	Adrian Hall Garden Centre at Sheen give a discount to RGS card holders


	QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

If you have any queries about growing produce or managing your allotment, please send them to the web address or to my address or email below. I will try and get an answer from one of our ‘experts’ and print a response.
Pat Dark


	REMINDER: 
The Store is open each Sunday morning between 10.00 a.m. and noon.

We are still looking for some volunteers to help run the Store on Sunday mornings. If you can help please contact Carol Martinez via the website 

www.roehamptonallotments.co.uk
Or leave a message in the Store


	DATES FOR 2010 DIARY 

2010 AGM: 25 November at 7.30 pm

St Margaret’s Church Hall


Comments, questions to Chair & Committee via the website: www.roehamptonallotments.co.uk
Comments and copy for the next bulletin, by 15 December please, to Pat Dark (tel. 8789 7568) 19 Westhorpe Road, SW15 1QH. patdark13@yahoo.co.uk 

Next bulletin available from store on Sunday 9 January 2011 

2010 AUTUMN SHOW: PRIZE-WINNERS

Section A - Flowers
2. Vase of mixed spray Chrysanthemums, not more than 7 stems

NO ENTRY
3. Vase of 1 giant or large Dahlia of any
 variety 

PAT DAVIES

4. Vase of mixed Dahlias, not more than 9 blooms

RAJ PATEL
5. Vase of small decorative Dahlias, not more than 5 blooms

MELODY MARSHALL
6. Vase of pompom Dahlias, not more than 7 blooms, not to exceed 5 cm

RAJ PATEL
7. Vase of small (approx. 10 cm) cactus Dahlias, not more than 5 blooms

PAT DAVIES
8. Vase of waterlily flowered Dahlias, not more than 5 blooms

JOHN IRELAND
9. Vase of any other kind of Dahlia, excluding those above, not more than 7 blooms

PAT DAVIES
10.* Two vases of Dahlias each containing 5 blooms, 1 vase of small cactus (1 variety) and 1 vase of small decorative (1 variety)

MARIANGELA RENFREW

BEST IN SHOW

11. Vase of mixed Michaelmas daisies, any variety

MARIANGELA RENFREW



Attachment 1
12. Vase of cut flowers, 4 or more varieties, any foliage arranged for all-round effect 
PAT DAVIES
13. Vase of 3 or more annuals

PAT DAVIES
16. Vase of herbaceous      perennial flowers, any one kind excluding those in previous classes

PAT DAVIES
17. * 3 vases of flowers of 3 separate kinds

MARIANGELA RENFREW

18. Bowl of mixed flowers, bowl not to exceed 15 cm in diameter

PAT DAVIES
19.  Vase of flowering stems of Fuchsia, not more than 5 stems

PAT DAVIES

20. Vase of Roses, not more than 4 stems

JO GEORGE
21. Vase containing 1 HT Rose
PAT DAVIES
22. Vase of multiflora roses, not more than 3 stems
PAT DAVIES
23. Vase of mixed flowers and foliage
MELODY MARSHALL

24. *A table decoration, maximum length 25 cm   

MARIANGELA REFREW

Section B - Flowers and Vegetables mixed

41* Any exhibit of 3 different kinds of vegetables (garnishing allowed) and 3 containers of flowers, any 3 separate kinds, space not to exceed 60 cm x 60 cm

RAJ PATEL
42. Any 1 kind of vegetable and any 1 kind of flower

JOHN LANES

Special Entry

50. Any one fruit /vegetable /plant you would be proud to display
      CAROL SEWELL
Section C - Vegetables
51.2 Aubergines
V.FOWLER
52. 9 French Beans
GEORGINA O’REILLY
53.9 Runner Beans
CHARLES GILLBE
54. 3 Beetroot, round or oval, with 10 cm tops
ALISON LINTON
55. 1 green Cabbage, with at least 5 cm stalk
CAROL SEWELL
56. 1 red Cabbage, with at least 5 cm stalk

V.FOWLER
57. 3 Carrots, any one variety, 

with 10 cm tops
G.DELANEY
58. 1 Cauliflower
NO ENTRY
59. 2 Cucumbers
JO GEORGE
60. 2 Fennels, Florence
NO ENTRY
61. 4 Garlic bulbs
V.FOWLER
62. 4 different Herbs, in bunches
JO GEORGE
63. 3 Leeks
       CAROL SEWELL
64. 1 Vegetable Marrow, any variety   
HELEN COMPSON
65. 4 Onions, autumn or January sown presented untrimmed and as grown

CAROL MARTINEZ
66. 4 Onions, grown from sets, dressed for presentation

GEORGINA O’REILLY
67.  5 Peppers, chilli

JOHN IRELAND
68. 3 Peppers, sweet (capsicum)

RAJ PATEL
69.  5 Potatoes, white, any one variety

HELINDA WALKER

70.  5 Potatoes, coloured, any one variety

JOHN IRELAND
71.  12 Radishes, with tops and roots

NO ENTRY
72. Shallots, exhibition, more than 2.5 cm diameter

RAJ PATEL
73. 12 Shallots, pickling, less than 2.5 cm diameter

RAJ PATEL
74. 2 Squashes, any one variety

JO GEORGE
75. 2 Sweet Corn

VINCE COLTRAM
76. 3 Tomatoes, large fruited (“Beefsteak”), with calyx, min. diam. 7.5 cm

JOHN IRELAND
77. 6 Tomatoes, medium fruited, with calyx

ALISON LINTON
78. 9 Tomatoes, small fruited (cherry-type), with calyx, not exceeding 3.5 cm diam.

G.DELANEY
79. 6 Tomatoes, plum-type with calyx         
PAULA ALDERSON
80.1 truss Tomatoes, ripe or unripe

RAJ PATEL
81. 2 Courgettes
PAULA ALDERSON
82. Any other Vegetable not in Section C above
TOM CASSIDY
83.*Collection of Vegetables of 5 different kinds, in a box or tray not to exceed 90cm x 75cm, may be garnished

V.FOWLER

84. Collection of Vegetables of 3 different kinds, frontage space not to exceed 60 cm

RAJ PATEL
Section *D - Fruit
91. 3 cooking Apples, any one variety

NO ENTRY
92. 3 dessert Apples, any one variety

V.FOWLER
93. Dish of 12 Blackberries, with calyx          
CATHY GROOM
94. Dish of 6 Blueberries                              
CAROL MARTINEZ
95. 1 Melon

MARIANGEL RENFREW
96. 3 Pears, any one variety

GEORGIA O’REILLY
97. Dish of 12 Raspberries, with calyx

JOHM LONG
98. Dish of 12 of any hybrid Berry, with calyx (e.g. boysenberry, loganberry, tayberry)

MARIANGELA RENFREW
99. Exhibit of any other edible fruit excluding those above
KELLY SABER
Section *E – Novices
101. Vase of Flowers of any one kind

NO ENTRY
102.  Vase of mixed Flowers

NO ENTRY
103. Dish of Fruit, one kind only, numbers as list above

JANICE HUMBERSTONE
104. Dish of Vegetables, one kind only, numbers as list above
JOCELYN MA

Section F - Children (under14)
111. Funny animal made of anything grown 

 class a) children under 8 class b) children 8 and over

INNES HANCOCK & BEN SABER
113. Miniature garden in a seed tray, approx 35 cm x 20 c

EDITH HANCOK & CARMEN MARTINEZ



114. Table decoration
       ANNE KNOWLES & ESTHER 
KNOWLES

Section G - Cookery
      121. Dish of paté                                     
S.GORMAN
122. 6 sausage rolls

PAT DAVIES
123. Glass jar of chutney

S.GORMAN
124. Glass jar of jam (not jelly)

L.CHAMBERLAIN
125. Glass jar of jelly

PAT DAVIES
126.  Plain or wholemeal bread 

S.GORMAN
127. A cheesecake

S.GORMAN
128.  A ginger cake

SHIRLEY GILLBE
129. An apple pie

S.GORMAN

130. 6 Fruit scones

SHIRLEY GILLBE
131.  A seasonal sweet dish

       HELEN COMPSON
132. A seasonal savoury dish

STEPHEN KNOWLE
Attachment 2

The Roehampton Garden Society

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR THE SUMMER SHOW

	London Gardens Society Medal

Exhibitor gaining the highest number of points in Section A, the Flower Section 

Runner Up to receive a Diploma:
	Pat Davis

	The Roehampton Garden Society Challenge Cup

For the best exhibit in class C75- 1 kind of flower, 1 kind of fruit, 1 kind of salad vegetable
	Raj Patel

	The Barnes & Mortlake Herald Challenge Cup

For the best exhibit in Class 21 – vase of cut flowers, 3 or more kinds with any foliage arranged for all round effect

Vases to be supplied by the RGS
	Pat Davis

	The Lady Corry Cup **

For the best rose in the Show
	Pat Davis

	Dr Howard Coulthard Cup

For the best exhibit in class y Vase of multiflora roses 3 stems of any variety 
	Shirley Gillbe

	The Lady Hudson Cup 

For the best exhibit in Class 9 – bowl of any number of roses arranged for all-round effect
	Pat Davis

	The A Norman Rogers Challenge Cup 

For the exhibitor gaining the most points in classes A11-28 (all flowers except roses)
	Pat Davis

	The Ben Dandey Memorial Cup

For the exhibitor gaining most points in classes 1-10 (Roses)
	Pat Davis

	The Summer Cookery Cup

For the exhibitor gaining the highest number of points in Section F, the Cookery Section
	George Scandrett

	The Barbara Dacie Cup

For the best exhibit in Class 27 – arrangement in a goblet of flowers and/or leaves
	Barbara McCall

	The Margaret Hodge Trophy

Awarded to the exhibitor winning the best vegetable in the Show
	No award


The Roehampton Garden Society

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR THE AUTUMN SHOW 2007

	The London Garden Society Medal

For exhibitor gaining the highest number of points in Section A, Flower Section

(winner of Summer Show not eligible)

Runner up to receive a diploma
	Mariangela Renshaw

Melodie Marshall

	National Dahlia Society Medal

For the best dahlia exhibit in Section A
	Mariangela Renshaw

	The Douglas Overall Challenge Cup

For the best exhibit in class B41 – 3 containers of flowers of any 3 separate kinds and 3 vegetables
	Raj Patel

	Dr Miguel Lacroze Cup

For the best exhibit in class A24 (table decoration) to be judged by Marion
	Mariangela Renshaw

	The Jack Hawkins Challenge Cup

For the best exhibit in class A12 – vase of cut flowers, 4 or more varieties
	Pat Davis

	The Percy Barnes Memorial Cup

For the best exhibit in class A10 – 2 vases of dahlias each containing 5 blooms – 1 variety of small cactus dahlia & 1 variety of small decorative dahlia
	Mariangela Renshaw

	The Rita Noon Cup

For the best exhibit in class A17 – 3 vases of 3 different kinds of flowers
	Mariangela Renshaw

	The WTF Iles Memorial Cup

For the best exhibit in Section C, the Vegetable Section, classes 51 - 82
	Joy Ma (cabbage)

	The Tommie Noon Cup

Awarded annually for the best exhibit in Class C83 – 5 kinds of vegetables exhibited in a box or tray
	V Fowler

	The Garden News Shield

Awarded to the exhibitor obtaining the most prize money in Section C – the Vegetable Section
	Paula Alderson

	The Autumn Cookery Cup (Ladies Cup)

Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the highest number of points in Section G – the Cookery Section
	Sophie Gorman


The Roehampton Garden Society

ANNUAL AWARDS

	The Centenary Bowl

Awarded annually to the female exhibitor gaining the highest total number of points in the horticultural classes of both Shows
	Pat Davis

	The RETA Challenge Cup

Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the most points in horticultural sections of both Shows (Sections A&B in the Summer Show & Sections A,C&D in the Autumn Show)
	Pat Davis

	The Davis Memorial Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the most points in the Vegetable Sections in both Shows
	Paula Alderson

	The Reverend P G Wallis Cup for Novices

Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the highest total points in the Novice Sections in both Shows
	Stephen Knowles

	The Hugh & Marie Jenkins Trophy

Awarded to the exhibitor obtaining the highest number of first prizes in the horticultural classes in both Shows but who has not been successful in winning a major award in either Show 
	Jo George

	The JHP Higgins Cup

Awarded to the exhibitor obtaining the most points for entries of fruit in both Shows
	Raj Patel

	The Banksian Medal

The RHS’ medal awarded to the exhibitor obtaining the highest total prize money in Sections A,B,C in the Summer Show and A,B,C,D in the Autumn Show

(previous 2 years’ winners are not eligible)


	To be announced
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