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REMINDER:AUTUMN SHOW SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

	RGS AUTUMN SHOW

Saturday 10 September at

3.0 p.m. at St. Margaret’s Church Hall, Putney Park Lane.

Show schedule and entry form attached.

Entries, by form, can be made at the Store on Thursday 8 September (between 7 and 8 pm) or on Saturday 10 September (between 10.30 and 11.30 am) at the Church Hall.

Exhibits are to be staged between 9.30 and 12.00 noon on the day of the Show.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP FROM 5.00PM ON FRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER AT THE CHURCH HALL TO PUT UP TABLES etc.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE PRODUCE STALL OF PLANTS, PRESERVES etc. AND CAKES FOR THE REFRESHMENTS NEEDED.

Please come along and support this important social and fund-raising event.




Chairman’s Report

The summer weather hasn’t been too unkind, thankfully, and we seem to have a bumper crop of dahlias, tomatoes and runners – and, inevitably, courgettes – across both sites.

The main plots’ inspection took place in mid July, just before Wandsworth’s Borough-wide Best Plot competition.  The inspection team was looking for at least 50% cultivation and evidence that each plot was receiving attention, as required by the terms of the Wandsworth Council allotment letting agreement.  For the sake of equity, all plots were subject to the same assessment criteria and those tenants judged to be in breach of the agreement received a letter of warning.  I am very pleased to report that the standards across both sites were generally high – congratulations to you all.  But may I make a plea on behalf of the inspection team:  PLEASE, COULD EACH PLOT HOLDER ENSURE THAT THEIR PLOT IS NUMBERED……with 200+ plots it is a nightmare attempting to work out which plot is which (many plots have been sub-divided and logic had to be abandoned when numbering these smaller, divided plots).  Numbers can be purchased from the Store at a very reasonable price. 

Speaking of the Wandsworth Best plot competition – I am delighted to report that our very own Paula Alderson, Site 3, was the overall Borough winner of the Best Plot….by 1 point!  Those of you who know Paula will not be surprised: she is a truly knowledgeable and skilled allotmenteer and her plots are enviably tidy and productive.  The Society did well generally in the competition – congratulations to those who took part.  

In my last report I mentioned that the Committee was contemplating a summer party.  Following further discussion, we decided that the money this year would be better spent supporting the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability’s appeal for help in maintaining its therapeutic gardens.  To that end, the Society donated £50 for the purchase of fruit trees and visually stimulating plants for the hospital’s patients.  We believe that the membership agrees with and supports this initiative.

Site 3 has again been troubled by vandals, for which I apologise.  Their main point of entry is the fencing alongside the Dover House Road gates and every avenue was explored in an attempt to have this replaced by the Council before the summer holidays, sadly to no avail.  I am pleased to report that this was finally carried out on 22 August and would like to thank Geraldine Kelly (WBC LASD) and Cllr. Stokes for their help and support in resolving this longstanding problem.

The Autumn Show is now imminent (how time flies!).  I encourage you all to enter something – and there is the Novices Section for those of you who have never shown before – it is great fun taking part.  The RGS Shows are one of the few remaining community events in Putney and deserve to endure.  Please come and support us, eat delicious cake and see what everyone else is growing……!

Finally, I reiterate my intention to stand down as Chairman in November and thus am actively seeking a replacement – please contact me via the website if you are interested in taking over.

I look forward to seeing you at the Show. Shirley Gillbe

Looking ahead to the 2012 shows

The Society is looking into the possibility of producing a new style of Show Schedule in the form of a booklet.   This will allow advertisements etc., to be included, but the cost of production will increase.     

If any member has experience of printing and/or publishing and is willing to give advice and possibly assistance with this venture could you please contact a member of the Committee.

To all budding photographers!  The Summer Show next year will include an exhibition of photographs taken by members of the Society – so please start finding photogenic corners of your allotments and gardens and help make this initiative a success. Mariangela Renshaw

Arrangements for Autumn Rubbish 

There are four different opportunities for getting rid of rubbish in the autumn.  

1) On Site 2 wooden combustible rubbish can be piled up for the November 5th bonfire on Site 2 on the area next to the hard standing by the Store.  

Please do not start to create the bonfire until the second week of October as there may be further manure or wood chip deliveries. 

Please do not put material for composting in this pile.

On Site 3 plot holders make their own bonfire arrangements.

2) Wandsworth Council usually provide an annual rubbish collection in late autumn.  This is for non- combustible rubbish, i.e. metal, plastic, glass etc. 

On Site 2 this is collected by the side wall of the Store.

On Site 3 rubbish is collected from an area near the Dover House Rd gate.

Once we have notification from Wandsworth of the collection date, notices will go in the Bulletin and on both sites.

Please do not put wooden rubbish in this pile or material for composting.

3) Twiggy garden rubbish can be shredded in the shredder situated in the shed adjacent to the Store, accessible with an allotment key. This is working efficiently now and shredded matter can then be applied under fruit bushes as mulch or for paths. 

4) All soft green garden waste should be composted.

PLEASE SORT YOUR RUBBISH CAREFULLY

Paula Alderson
Peat – Free Gardening

Geoff Hamilton said, “I think that gardeners buy peat because of brain conditioning rather than soil conditioning.”
Multi-purpose composts based on peat came onto the market in the mid 70’s. Before that we either made our own or bought ready- made composts with loam (soil composed of sand, silt and clay). We love it because it is very good for growing plants, holding water and nutrients.

However now we know that the use of peat in gardening is seriously damaging the health of the environment. Its use destroys landscapes and habitats and releases more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere each year than 300,000 cars. Gardeners use a third of all peat consumed and there is only 6% left. Defra 2010. 

Alternatives

There are many peat free multi-purpose composts available. 

“Which Magazine” Best Buy is “New Horizon Organic and Peat Free” for the 2nd year running. It came top of their Compost tables outperforming 7 peat-based composts. It costs 10p per litre so is one of the cheapest multi-purpose composts on the market.

Thin it down for seeds with your own compost and some grit or vermiculite, or grow them direct in leaf mould.

For ericaceous plants (e.g. heathers, azaleas, camellias, blueberries) try Vital Earth Organic Peat-Free Ericaceous Compost. Jackie Savage
Expansion of the Master Gardener Programme in SW London (Garden Organic)

In the March Bulletin I highlighted the Garden Organic organization and provided a web site for more information.

There are 5 schemes across the country and one in SW London. The organization aims to encourage people to grow their own food.

The organization is expanding and wants to train some new recruits. They are looking for 20 volunteers, with some growing experience, and will provide free training (see box below) and on-going support. The commitment expected is 30 hours (or more) of volunteering a year.

	Training: 10/11 September 2011 near Bankside.


For further information look at their website at:

www.southlondon.mastergardeners.org.uk
Click on the above, then click on getting involved, and go to ‘becoming a master gardener’.

Design your own garden

Tutor:  Sophie Guinness

Thursdays 6.45 – 8.45 (from 29 September)

Putney School of Art & Design

Introduction

Design your own garden with the help of a professional garden designer.  This course is aimed at people who are interested in garden design but may have no experience of gardening or design.  We will look at a range of garden design styles and then each student will work on their own design project, which is often their own garden.  The aim is to finish the course with a plan of their dream garden, ready to be built.

What will I learn?

Students will look at a range of garden design styles and have a go at designing using these styles.  They will then be taught how to survey a garden and will use these skills to survey their own projects.  The next stage is for students to evaluate their garden before coming up with sketch designs and a final design for it.  The final design will be drawn to scale using technical drawing equipment if appropriate; the drawings will be printed and rendered.  Students will also be taught how to do cross sections and elevations of their gardens to complete the project.

How will I learn?
The course will consist of lectures and exercises to start off with.  The lectures will introduce a series of garden styles.  In each lesson there will be exercises to introduce students to drawing techniques and the principles of garden design.  Students will practice simple surveying and then will work on their own design projects.  This will be taught partly through 1:1 tutorials with the tutor as well as through friendly feedback from other members of the class.  Students will be given some homework to do each lesson.

What materials will I need?
Pencils, a sketch book and tracing paper would be useful from the first class.  A scale ruler and some technical drawing equipment can be added where necessary.   A list of the basic materials will be distributed at the start of the course.

What can I do after completing the course?
The course offers an introduction to garden design and we are planning a planting design course to follow it in the spring term so that students can take a more in depth look at how to plan the detailed planting for their garden.  Students can use the course as a taster if they are considering taking up a career in garden design.

For information on fees and enrolment and other courses run by PSAD please look at their website below:

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/psad
Letters

Dear Pat

Great! (re above) I am also a lecturer in fine art and I am also lecturing at Putney (PSAD) - Sat pms fathers and children, Monday morning drawing, Mon pm portraiture, Tuesday evening watercolour!  

Anna Minshall

	The RGS Site Manager is Paula Alderson; sub-committee for Site 2 is Janet Long and Georgina O’Reilly; sub-committee for site 3 is Paula Alderson, Derrick Ratcliffe and Raj Patel.


	Community Police Address

West Putney Community Support Team

Police Office, 325 Tildesley Road, SW15 3BB

Telephone

0208 7212760

07747 757590
Email

WestPutney.snt@met.police.uk



	Adrian Hall Garden Centre at Sheen and the Wimbledon Gardener, Merton Road both give a 10% discount to RGS card holders


	LETTERS, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

We have introduced a letters page and if you have any queries about growing produce or managing your allotment, please send them to me, Pat Dark (details below). I will try and get an answer from one of our ‘experts’ and print a response. 


	REMINDER: The Store is open each Sunday morning between 10.00 a.m. and noon.

We are always looking for volunteers to help run the Store on Sunday mornings. If you can help please contact Carol Martinez via the website 

www.roehamptonallotments.co.uk
Or leave a message in the Store


	DATES FOR 2011 DIARY 

Autumn Show: 10 September, 3.00 pm St Margaret’s Church Hall

AGM: Thursday 24 November at 7.30 pm at St Margaret’s Church Hall


Comments, questions to Chair & Committee via the website: www.roehamptonallotments.co.uk
Comments and copy for the next bulletin, by 20 September please, to Pat Dark (tel. 8789 7568) 19 Westhorpe Road, SW15 1QH. patdark13@yahoo.co.uk 

Next bulletin available from store on Sunday 2 October.
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