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RGS Committee Meeting – Sunday 10th July 2016 at 9am 
 

1. Jackie Savage (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies for absence from 
Liz Chrominska, Steve Clarke, Mike Cooper and Pat Dark. 
Present were: - 
Helen Finch  Shirley Gillbe   Janis Humberstone Sheila Konig   
Ali Linton (minutes)  Carol Martinez Georgina O’Reilly  Gill Tamsett  
Greg Wilcox  
 
2. To note the agreed minutes of the meeting on Sunday 5th June 2016  
The minutes agreed ex-committee were signed as a true record.  
 
3. Matters arising 
i. National Allotments Society 
The Society is now a member, the first newsletter has been emailed and there is a notice on the board.  
ii. St. John Ambulance First Aid Course – this will be arranged for September 
iii. Hedgehogs – this is deferred until September 
iv. Strimmer 
GO’R reported that following the matter of the strimmer for hire raised as discussed at the May meeting, it 
was agreed by the Chair and Treasurer that a light-weight battery operated strimmer could be purchased. 
Six plot holders (five from site 2 and one from site 3) have taken the opportunity of using the strimmer at 
£2.00 a session. The product description gave this model a running time of 25 minutes, but so far 20 
minutes has been the longest usable time.  This is likely to be that the battery expires quicker when used 
on longer grass, but this is being followed up in discussions with the manufacturer. A solution to this would 
be to purchase another battery so that the session could include the spare battery if the machine runs out 
before completion of the job. A spare battery could also enable 2 consecutive sessions without the 3 hour 
interim re-charging time. The committee agreed that purchasing another battery was an excellent idea and 
spare “strings” at the same time to save postage. 
          Action: GO’R  
v. King’s Seeds visit  
9 members visited King’s seeds on July 2nd. It was very enjoyable and informative. PD took photographs 
and EC has agreed to write an article for the September Bulletin.  Action: EC 

 
4. Chair’s report  
i. Becoming a Charity  
A draft lease was received from Wandsworth Council, as the freeholder, on 23rd June. There are several 
points for legal consideration, JS thanked Anthony Fitzsimmons (AF) and Sarah Purcell for looking at this in 
detail.  JS hopes that we may get this to the AGM in November but  AF has doubts. She has sent them our 
maps showing our boundaries and is hopeful that we may get a 50 year lease but there are still questions 
to be answered. 
ii. Letters to and from adjacent residents . 
a.  JS circulated letters she has sent to some residents whose properties abut the allotments asking them 
not to dump rubbish on the allotments and asking them if they could shed any light on the problem.  
She has personally removed a great deal of rubbish from the bus stop area. SG suggested that she writes to 
WBC’s head of refuse collection detailing this problem.      Action: JS 
     
5. Site Manager’s report 
SG suggested that 3 plot inspections per year is too much and suggested that a main inspection should be 
done in the spring with an interim one during “high” season. The committee suggested that it would be a 
good idea to have the main inspection after the growing season has started. This is difficult as we currently 
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collect rents in April and ideally we would move rent collection to the end of the growing season, in line 
with WBC. This is under review. 
She had attended a site manager’s meeting on our behalf on May 11th and reported: - 
i. WBC now charge £3 per rod for water 
ii. They have conducted a tree survey 
iii. WBC collects some rents by direct debit if plotholders wish to pay in instalments 
iv. WBC have compiled a list of unsuitable items on allotments this included car tyres, carpet and 

ornaments. 
v. Bamboos had been discussed 
vi. It was agreed that site safety was an individual’s own responsibility 
vii. WBC is reviewing its letting agreements, anti-social behaviour policy and has a new appeals 

procedure. 
viii.  The best plot competition has 5 categories including wildlife and this had been publicised in our 

May bulletin 
 
6. Allotment Secretaries’ reports 
Site 2.  GO’R reported: - 
Plot lettings           Plot 36A, 2.5 rods. Let. 
Best Plot Selection 
Selections have been made by CM and G O’R using the Wandsworth criteria. The 13 selected plotholders 
will be emailed and asked for their permission to be entered. Action:  GO’R  
Site 3. HF reported: - 
Lettings:  
Plot 65A (3 rods) It has been let  
Plot 56A (2.5rods)  This has been let 
Plot 101A (5 rods) This plot has been split into 2 x 2.5 rod plots: 
Plot 101D now let 
Plot 101A now let (The original plot 101A was overgrown but the new tenants have made considerable 
impact on their plots.) 
Neglected plots:  JS and HF did a brief review of site 3 as there were a number of plots that had been 
neglected and since there had been so much rain, they have become very overgrown.  Seven such plots 
were identified resulting in 2 plots being relinquished and the others have improved 
Next plot inspections will take place this month.  Once the date is agreed notices will be put on the gates 
and notice boards.  An email will be sent out to all plot holders. 
 
7. Show chair’s report 
September 10th  CM reported that the details were ready for the Bulletin. It was agreed to send an email to 
all members requesting donations for the tombola and cakes. 
 
8. Trading Secretary’s report  
GWT reported that the Store had now sold out of Roundup and Bayer Tree Stump. At the May committee 
meeting it was agreed that we would not buy any more products containing glyphosate pending a decision 
by the EU regarding extending its licence when it expired at the end of June.  
Many EU Nations refused to back a limited extension (up to 15 years) so the EU Executive proposed a 12-
18 month extension of the current approval to allow further study by the European Chemicals Agency and 
this was adopted at the end of June. In parallel, the Commission presented some recommendations 
including minimizing the use of glyphosate in gardens, public parks and playgrounds. It has been left to 
member states to decide such measures in the meantime. 
The Committee agreed not to restock Roundup and other items containing glyphosate given the Store's 
policy to be environmentally responsible. 
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9. Treasurer’s report 
JH had nothing to report. 
 
10. Bulletin Editor’s Report 
Please could all reports etc be with her by 16 August for the September edition of the Bulletin. 
 
11. Diary Dates for 2016 
Best Plot Competition This will be judged on Wednesday 20th July 
Wisley  Booked for 14th September 
 
12.  AOB 
It was agreed that any papers/correspondence relating to agenda items would be pre-circulated with the 
agenda.      Action: AL JS 
 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on Sunday 4th September at 9am in the store. 
 


