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RGS Committee Meeting – Sunday 5th June 2016 at 9am 
 

1. Jackie Savage (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies for 
absence from Pat Dark, Steve Clarke and Greg Willcox. 
Present were: - 
Liz Chrominska Mike Cooper  Helen Finch  Shirley Gillbe    
Janis Humberstone Sheila Konig  Ali Linton (minutes)  Carol Martinez 
Georgina O’Reilly  Gill Tamsett   
JS asked if the revised address list was correct and it is. 
 
2. To note the agreed minutes of the meeting on Sunday 3rd May 2016  
The minutes agreed ex-committee were signed as a true record. They are already posted on 
the website 
 
3. Matters arising 
i. Structures   
SG reported that we have had a reply from G. Kelly. There were a few suggestions: - 
a. Do we want to mention beehives? 
b. Emphasis on the rule that greenhouses/poly tunnels must be used mainly for cultivation 
and not solely for storage 
c. If a large structure is replaced the new structure must be the agreed of size 6 x 4. 
SG, JS, HF and GO’R will meet soon to finalise the structures policy, which will be presented 
to the AGM for ratification, but we are currently using the policy. 
SG reported that Enable now has its own website, and that soon the documents will no 
longer be available on the council website. Post meeting HF reported that he couldn’t find 
them on the Enable website either. 
ii. Visit by Wandsworth Horticultural Association (WHA) 22nd May  
JS reported that about 15 to 20 came and all seemed to enjoy it and thanked those who 
helped HF, PD, Melanie Leiper, SG, GT, and GO’R and Jo Eskdale on store duty. She received 
an email on 23 May from Norma Barwis secretary of WHA and quoted  “Thank you and your 
committee, Helen and all the allotmenteers we interrupted yesterday morning. A huge big 
thank you for having us on your sites and for making us so welcomed.  I write on behalf of 
the WHA members saying that we immensely enjoyed our visit chatting to plot holders, 
admiring their horticultural skills and the ingenious layout and uses seen on the plots, I 
particularly liked the chickens! It was a perfect successful enlightening morning for us. Best 
wishes for a good growing season from all of us and many thanks again.” 
JS will advertise details of their show.     Action: JS 
iii.  National Allotments Society 
 JS has paid £629.75 for one year’s (trial) membership posted on 16th May 2016. They 
requested full details of all members but she had refused this and they accepted a christian 
name only. The membership fee was based on plotholders (229) and not the membership of 
the RGS. We have not yet heard if our application was successful, they advise to allow 28 
days. 
 
4. Chair’s report  
i. Becoming a charity   
Anthony Fitzsimmons and JS met Ian Lewer on 31 May and were encouraged, by his 
optimism, that we may reach a stage quite soon when we can be confident enough to go 
back to the Charities Commission with a proposal for a Lease that they will find acceptable. 
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We look forward to hearing from him in the next couple of weeks with an update. We 
understand that the proposed Lease has now gone back with Jerry Birtles (who has just 
returned from holiday) from the borough valuer Peter Tiernan. 
It looks as if we will have an agreement for a 50-year lease and that we may even get a 
peppercorn rent. However we may have to wait for it to go to committee in Sept (or even 
Dec), as there are so many delays in the political system at the moment with the 
referendum and a by-election in Tooting. We are hoping for the matter to be agreed without 
the committee stage.  
JS had copied our thanks to him to Justine Greening so she is kept up to date.  
ii. Thefts and insurance 
In May on Site 3, 3 plot holders reported a few thefts eg a hose, some canes etc. and a 
plotholder was very upset and wanted me to name the suspect and would pass this on to 
the police. JS said wouldn’t do this and wrote on 17 May explaining that all plot holders are 
responsible for their own property and our insurance only covered items owned by the 
society. She reiterated the advice to lock valuables away in the Bulletin and we have posted 
notices to that effect on all gates. 
AL asked if the community Police Officer (Andy) had been informed and CM volunteered to 
let him know and ask if they could use their key to patrol the sites occasionally. Action: CM 
iii. Locks maintenance contract.  
We took out our contract as agreed at the May meeting and all the locks heve been 
serviced. We had to order 2 new cylinders and 1 was fitted to Dover House Road gate. (The 
2nd is held by Securifix in stock as the lock on Pleasance Gate is a bit worn). Since the 
meeting it has been discovered that there is a fault (again!!) with the D House RD lock and 
the locksmith is aware and will attend on Tuesday 7 June. 
 
iv. St. John Ambulance First Aid.  
There are now large First Aid boxes and a book on first aid in both toilets. It was agreed to 
proceed with offering an Essential First Aid course, £30 per person for 2 hours. There is a 
mininim of 6 and a maximum of 14 people and the store would be an excellent venue. 
JS, SG, CM, AFS, Bob Aveling and GO’R would all like to do it. JS agreed to put a notice in the 
Bulletin asking for at least 3 more volunteers and she would try to find a date after the 
September Show possibly a Wednesday (7-9) or a Saturday (10-12). They require 2 weeks 
notice and everyone will pay for themselves.     Action: JS 
v. Dragon Finder visit 
2 years ago we had a talk by Dragon Finders on wildlife on allotments. On Mon 23rd May 
Helen Firminger came to follow up. It was a beautiful day and JS showed her GO’R’s plot and 
EC chatted to her and then over to Site 3 where Laura Davis showed her her pond and we 
talked to Paula and Albert. She took lots of photos and will give us a report. 
JS suggested we have a similar exercise with hedgehogs and this was agreed.  Action: JS 
     
5. Allotment Secretaries’ reports 
Site 2.  GO’R reported: - 
Lettings  
Plot 14C, 1.5 rods.  This was let but the plotholder terminated the tenancy after 4 days. It 
has now been relet.   
Three interim letters have been sent to plot holders regarding the state of their plots.  Two 
rectified the problems quickly.  One has so far not responded. This will be followed up.  
Security/ thefts 
No thefts have been reported. 



 3 

Structures on plots update 
There have been 2 further changes to existing structures on the plots and these have been 
updated on the database. 
Key holder for site 2 
A plotholder is concerned that we have no key holder for site 2 for the emergency services 
since the death of the tenant at 18 The Pleasance, next to the main gate.  There was a 
discussion and the general feeling was that should the emergency services be called they 
can easily climb over the gate and once the person who has called them has been identified 
they can use their key to open the gate should a large vehicle require access. It was agreed 
that GO’R and HF would have the committees full support in using their discretion when 
speaking to individuals about this matter. 
Strimmer 
Some plot holders are neglecting the shared paths between their own and neighbours’ plots 
leading to extremely long grass which is going to seed. Once the grass is this length it is 
difficult to tackle even with shears. There are two hand lawnmowers available on site 2, one 
in the toilet and one in the shredder shed, but these are only useful on short grass. GO’R 
proposed that  we purchase a battery powered strimmer which can be stored and charged 
in the store. She is prepared to have plot holders contact her to borrow it by arrangement 
for a small fee. The battery lasts about 30-40 minutes. There was a greart deal of discussion. 
SG said that paths are a “perennial” problem. It was suggested that the RGS paid someone 
to mow/strim the worst paths but HF pointed out that all plotholder sign an agreement 
saying that they will maintain their paths. It was agreed to be more robust about this matter 
when doing the Plot Inspections. It was also agreed that the site secretaries would identify 
the worst paths and write to those concerned about their paths saying that if their paths do 
not improve the society will pay some one to clear it and charge the plotholders.  
    Action: HF, GO’R 
Site 3. HF reported: - 
Lettings:  
Plot 103B (2.5 rods) This has been let 
Plot 56A (2.5rods)  This was let but they have decided not to continue with the plot and have 
chosen to go on to the secondary waiting list. So the plot is available to be let again. 
Plot 127A (3.5 rods).  This plot has been let  
Plot 101A (5 rods) This plot is available for rent either as a whole plot to an existing plot 
holder or split into 2 plots for new plot holders.   
Plots under review: There are 3 plots that have been poorly maintained and HF reported 
that she is in contact with the plotholders who are co-operating with her efforts to raise 
their standard of cultivation. 
JS thanked GO’R and HF for all their work at this very busy time of year. 
 

6. Trading Secretary’s report  
GWT reported that it has been a very busy few weeks at the Store with Clover being 
particularly popular, much more so than the peat free organic compost.  She has looked at 
alternatives but had not come across any peat free composts that had as good reviews as 
New Horizon. It is expensive compared to Clover which may account for it not being so 
popular.  
GWT has also sourced a new slug killer given that some of our members do not like using 
pellets. Grazers G2 Slug and Snail Repellent is harmless to people, pets and the planet and is 
sprayed onto leaves. 
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7. Show chair’s report 
June 11th and September 10th CM reported that everything was going to plan. Posters will 
go up today and the booklet will be delivered next Tuesday. Al Forno, Snoggy’s and Securifix 
have each paid £50 for their adverts. JS to chase Kings Seeds for payment of their invoice for 
middle page spread £100. There was concern that owing to the weather there might not be 
many vegetables but there should be lots of flowers.     
         
8. Treasurer’s report 
Owing to shortage of time this was postponed until the July meeting. The summary of rents 
collected was sent to Enable and agreed by Geraldine Kelly. (Total collected £14,754.25. 
Rent to be paid in Oct £11,803.40. Rent retained for maintenance £2,950.85) 
 
9. Bulletin Editor’s Report 
PD is away on holiday and sent her report. 
The Bulletin, entry form and show schedule are all done and distributed. 
The printing is good and it was all ridiculously cheap, so we will continue with these printers 
for the time being. It does mean a much earlier deadline, around 15th of the month. 
July's bulletin will be mainly a report on the Summer Show and prize winners, CM agreed to 
send her the list of prize winners. GWT has provided a recipe.   Action: CM 
There is no August Bulletin but the September one will need to be in the Store and emailed 
by 28 August to give notice of the Autumn show. She requested that all reports etc be with 
her by 8 August as mid August will be very busy for her with a special wedding anniversary, 
the committee sent their very best wishes and congratulations!  
 
10. Site Manager’s report 
This was postponed owing to shortage of time. 
 
11. Diary Dates for 2016 
Wisley  Booked for 14th September 
 
12.  AOB 
i. GWT reported that local photographer and publisher, Andrew Wilson, was compiling 
a book on gardens in Putney and Roehampton and was looking for gardens to photograph. 
In particular he was looking for unusual or designed gardens. GWT would include further 
details in the next bulletin. 
ii. There is a Table Top Sale on 25th June on The Pleasance we are lending them our 
tables. Please liaise with JH who is co-ordinating this. They may sell seeds from the Store. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Sunday 10th July at 9am in the store. It is a week later than 
usual, as it is a long gap until the September meeting. 
 


