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There was a good audience for the 
AGM, reports given by the officers, 
new committee elected, prizes 
presented by West Putney 
Councillor Ian Lewer and a very 
enjoyable social time with mulled 
wine and delicious food.  
 
This Bulletin records the AGM 
reports, lists the cup winners with 
photos (if they were at the prize –
giving p 15-18).  
 
Also, ‘Something I am proud of and 
the December recipe, (p.14) with 
thanks to Pamela Partridge. 
 
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas 
and prosperous 2016. 
 

The Committee elected: 
Jackie Savage – Chair & Website 
Editor 
Carol Martinez–Vice Chair/Chair of 
Show 
Janis Humberstone  - Treasurer 
Alison Linton – Minutes’ / 
Membership Sec. 
Georgina O’Reilly – Site 2 Allotment 
Sec. 
Helen Finch – Site 3 Allotment Sec. 
Pat Dark – Bulletin Editor 
Mike Cooper – Security  
Gill Tamsett – Trading Secretary  
Liz Chrominska 
Sheila Konig 
Steve Clarke 
Greg Wilcox 
Shirley Gillbe – Site Manager for 
Wandsworth Council (non-voting 
position
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CHAIR’S REPORT: Jackie 
Savage 

 
I am going to leave most of the 
reporting to those committee 
members who actually do the work. 
We have such a conscientious and 
hardworking committee and you 
will hear from most of them later. 
The RGS committee is made up of 
a group of people who spend a lot 
of time and effort on our behalf 
both on allotment matters, 
finances, the store and the shows 
as well as communication through 
the bulletin and the website.  
Our Treasurer, Liz Chominska, 
who has worked so hard for us 
these last 3 years is now standing 
down from the Treasurer’s position, 
but thankfully not from the 
committee, and so is our 
Membership Secretary, Melanie 
Tham, who set up our database 
and dragged us into the modern 
era! Thank you so much both of 
you for all your time and effort. 
Janis Humberstone has agreed to 
join the committee, as Treasurer 
and Ali Linton will take over the 
membership database as well as 
her duties as Minutes Secretary. 

The allotment sites are really run 
by Helen, Georgina and Shirley. 
Helen on site 3, and Georgina on 
Site 2, with Shirley liaising with the 
Council.  Most of their work is 
inspecting and letting plots but they 
also have to work with our 
neighbours too – as we are 
overlooked on all sides on both 
sites, so this includes a lot of 
households! Their negotiating skills 
are wonderful to see! They also 
keep our sites secure and in good 
maintenance and repair. 
Matters of cultivation are of course 
very important but they also sort 
out complaints, anti-social 
behaviour and work with all of us to 
make our allotments a pleasant 
and friendly place to be. 
Last year we worked on the Plot 
Letting Policy and this has worked 
very well. This year we turned our 
attention to clarifying our 
Structures Policy. This has been 
available since July and is on our 
website and on request, quite 
simply you need written permission 
from your site secretary if you want 
to put up a structure that is more 
than 1.25 metres high and you 
must keep at least 60% of your 
land as open growing space. The 
main message here is PLEASE 
ASK FIRST before you go and buy 
something or start to build! 
Whether a greenhouse, a shed or 
a polytunnel please just check first! 
We now have definitive scale maps 
of our sites and plots, thanks 
mainly to Robert Linton’s work this 
year! He has also photographed all 
the structures as they are currently 
and they are now linked to the plot 
number on our database. These 
accurate maps and records are a 
boon to us all. 
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In fact it was the photos of the 
sheds that inspired the committee 
to ask Robert to photograph the 
most interesting for our 2016 
Calendar – £4 from the Store. 
The two wonderful Shows were run 
once again by Carol Martinez (who 
is also our Vice Chair). Carol’s 
attention to detail and 
determination to make the shows 
as accessible as they can be to all 
our members reaps the result that 
we had record numbers of exhibits.  
Many thanks too to her sub 
committee team and the Judges, 
our own George Scandrett and the 
local cookery writer, Helen Sabieri. 
We have always known that the 
standards in our shows are 
extremely high but it has been 
proved conclusively this year as 
one of our keenest exhibitors, Raj 
Patel, has also exhibited at the 
main Royal Horticultural Shows in 
Vincent Square and won many 
prizes, beating fierce country wide 
competition. (Congratulations Raj) 
Raj is inspirational and willing to 
give advice and support if you have 
any questions.  You can find him 
often in the store or on his plot 
(one of the best (if not the best) in 
Wandsworth as you can imagine). 
Of course another highlight of our 
Shows are the teas, which are so 
well organised by Pat Davis – who 
is here tonight to make these 
refreshments special too.  
Thanks to Gill Tamsett who 
stepped in when Barbara McCall 
moved away, the Store goes from 
strength to strength. The turnover 
has almost doubled in the last 2 
years! This is of course buoyed by 
the inclusion of Kings Seeds that 
Liz manages and keeps up to date 
so we can all dream over them! Of 
course the higher the turnover the 
more stock is required. We really 

do need more helpers for the 
deliveries! 
As the political climate changes 
regarding the administration of 
local government, we have also 
been talking to a few other 
allotment societies – mainly to 
exchange ideas on self-
management and becoming a 
Charity. We have spoken to 
Chiswick, Barnes and Richmond, 
Fulham Palace and Bedford (for 
example) and to the National 
Allotment Association regarding 
Health and Safety issues, Water 
conservation and how to settle 
disputes. 
In April, we trialed a new rent 
payment system, issuing everyone 
an invoice. We will be refining this 
next April and will be asking most 
tenants to pay – if they can – by 
direct bank transfer. Of course the 
option will still be there to pay by 
cheque or cash. 
Most recently we have had a very 
successful, supervised, Bonfire 
Party on Site 3 on Sunday 1st Nov, 
thanks to Sheila Konig and Bob 
Aveling, but unfortunately the fire 
brigade was called to both sites on 
Nov 5th, so we have to have 
serious discussions about what we 
will allow in 2016.  Non-allotment 
items were found on the site 2 
bonfire, included light bulbs and 
painted wood – potentially very 
dangerous and also spoiling the 
quality of the potash. 
Rubbish collection: This has been 
offered to us again this year by 
WBC and will take place next 
week. This is for allotment rubbish 
only.  I was told the other day that 
some members drove household 
rubbish to the allotments to put on 
the bonfire and that household 
rubbish has already been found in 
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the rubbish collection. We have no 
idea why! The tip is free and close 
by! 
Every month we all enjoy our 
wonderful Bulletin, that is emailed 
to all our members and printed 
copies are made available on both 
sites. This is an ongoing effort that 
Pat has continued this year despite 
all the disruptions she has 
experienced during renovation of 
her house. Pat has also organised 
the visits this year to Wisley and 
the Wandsworth re-cycling facility. 
A final thank you to all of you and 
especially those who volunteer in 
so many ways. What would we do 
without the helpers and cake 
makers at the shows, the staff at 
the store, those who help with 
deliveries and clean the toilets – to 
name just a few! I could go on and 
on!  
If you could volunteer for 
something for just a few hours you 
would be so welcome! There are 
Questionnaires around for you to 
fill in, there are some over on the 
store table (with the calendars) – or 
just speak to one of us after the 
meeting or please email us 
root@roehamptonallotments.co.uk 
Charles Gillbe asked what the 
nature of the problem had been to 
necessitate calling the Fire 
Brigade. JS replied that she hadn’t 
been present on either occasion 
but understood that the fires had 
been large, in the middle of both 
sites and well supervised. The 
Brigade had been called in each 
case by a resident backing onto 
the sites. It was suggested that 
next year the	  adjacent residents 
might be informed of the dates of 
the fires. Firemen had to climb over 
the gates on site 3 and maybe one 
should consider leaving the gates 

open when bonfires are taking 
place although this would present a 
security risk. 
Update on becoming a Charity 
At the AGM last year all of us (with one 
abstention) agreed that we could start 
the application process to become a 
Charity, with the proviso we would 
come back to you before any final steps 
were taken. 
The Council and their officers 
(Enable) have encouraged us to try 
and become a Charity so we may 
be able to obtain a long and 
substantial lease on the allotment 
land. 
This March we submitted an 
application to the Charities 
Commission, which was turned 
down in April as “not detailed 
enough”, but we were invited to re-
submit. We took paid advice from 
Russell Cook Solicitors (£600) who 
had already been very generous 
with their pro bono advice and re-
submitted at end of May. 
We answered questions in June 
and then it all went silent. I chased 
the Commission on a couple of 
occasions then in September we 
had more questions to answer. 
We answered them but also 
decided to ask our President, 
Justine Greening MP to see if she 
could find out why we were 
experiencing such long delays. 
Following her enquiry as to 
progress (for which many thanks!) 
we have now been told by the 
Charities Commission that we can 
become a Charity but that any 
lease must satisfy their strict 
guidelines concerning charities 
being independent of state bodies 
(in our case Wandsworth Council).  
The Council officers who are now 
in the staff mutual, Enable, Paul 
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McCue and Jerry Birtles, have 
been helpful but have told us that 
they too have a wish list for such a 
lease.  Some might give us 
problems on this independence 
issue.  Jerry and Paul have passed 
our request on to the Borough 
Valuer (Peter Tiernan) who has 
asked us for a copy of our 
proposed Constitution and 
explained that if we want to be 
"entirely independent" of the 
Council this will present a number 
of issues that need to be 
addressed.  
We are working on this and that is 
where we are now. 
Charles Gillbe asked if there would 
be a “commercial” level of rent. JS 
replied that this was one of the 
matters currently under discussion. 
In Bedford (where they have many 
vacant plots) the rent is £1! 
	  

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Liz Chrominska 

 
 
Yet again, I can report that the 
Society’s finances are in a healthy 
state. This year’s financial report to 
the AGM summarises income and 
expenditure over the last three 
years. In the 3 main areas of 
activity: the Store, the Shows and 
managing the allotment sites. The 
Store made a profit of just over 
£2k, considerably up on last year. 
This is partly because we have 
been buying seeds from Kings as 

we have run out of a particular line, 
whereas in the previous year we 
spent £1,300 on seeds in order to 
offer them for sale in the Store. 

The Shows also made a net profit 
of just over £1000, just £5 down on 
last year. 

The RGS collects rents and 
manages the allotment sites, for 
which we get 20% of the total for 
rents collected. The money is used 
for repairs and maintenance, and 
includes security (locks and keys). 
This year we decided to invest in a 
new system of locks and this 
amount (nearly £2k) is shown 
under equipment purchase, as it is 
unusual expenditure rather than 
day-to-day maintenance, such as 
replacing padlocks. Allotment 
expenditure is still high because 
we spent £1k on pruning and 
cutting down trees overhanging 
and shading Site 2, £600 on legal 
expenses in relation to becoming a 
charity and £400 on decorating the 
toilets on both sites. 

In summary, we have more money 
than last year in our bank 
accounts, in cash and in the form 
of assets: £27,604.97 compared 
with £26.403.55. 

New Treasurer for 2016 
Janis Humberstone 
 

 
TRADING SECRETARY’S 
REPORT: Gill Tamsett 
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I took over the role of Trading 
Secretary, from Barbara McCall in 
May of this year, when Barbara 
and her family moved away from 
the area.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Barbara, and 
her husband David; for all that they 
did to put the Store on such a 
strong footing following its 
refurbishment last year. Barbara’s 
dedications, in organising the Store 
and sourcing new products, 
particularly those containing 
seaweed, (Barbara’s favourite) 
have ensured that our crops do the 
best they can. 

Just to remind you, the aims of the 
Store are as follows: to be run for 
the benefit of its Members, to share 
knowledge of gardening, to act as 
a community hub and to provide 
good quality gardening products at 
competitive prices. We also want to 
run it in an ethical and 
environmentally responsible 
manner. 

This is very much a team effort. Liz 
manages the stocks of Kings 
Seeds; Carol orders all the 
perishable goods, eg the loose 
potatoes, onions, shallots and 
garlic. Raj always seems to be at 
the Store just when we have been 
asked a particularly taxing question 
regarding how to grow things to 
maximise their success. There are 
also all our volunteers who help at 
the Store every Sunday morning, 
who not only sell the goods, but 
also produce some wonderful 
cakes that are very much 
appreciated by our members. 
Many come to the Store just for the 
cakes! 

My role is to ensure that the Store 
is well stocked and to source new 
products that may be of interest to 
our members. Jackie supports me 
in this. I also keep the tea and 
coffee station clean, tidy and fully 
stocked.  

Regarding our products, Country 
Natural continues to be very 
popular throughout the year. We 
sell about 650 bags of this per 
year. The seaweed products and 
protective nettings sell well.  We 
have recently introduced new 
netting that is blue, recommended 
to us for brassica. 

We have also introduced a ‘Swap 
Shop’ where members can bring 
their produce and swap it for 
something else or members give a 
contribution to the running of the 
Store. This has worked really well, 
particularly during the apple 
season and supports our aim to be 
a community hub. 

We have 2 deliveries per month to 
the Store during the growing 
season and I cannot thank my 
helpers enough for their support 
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with these. Greg Wilcox, Artan 
Deliallisi, Eugene Power and Jean 
Bolon have all helped Barbara and 
me over the past year. But we 
need more helpers. I would love to 
hear from those of you who can be 
free for a couple of hours in the 
morning with about a week’s notice 
who can hump large bags of 
compost to the Store from the 
pallets that are delivered to the 
entrance to Site 2. If you think you 
can help, please come and see me 
at the end of this meeting, or 
contact me via the Society. 
 
SHOW SECRETARY’S 
REPORT: Carol Martinez 

 
 
We had two great shows again this 
year and with the changes the 
show committee have introduced 
over the last couple of years, we 
have helped to keep the categories 
fresh and interesting.   

In both shows, along with our 
cookery judge, we updated some 
of the entries to include more 
‘modern’ ingredients and tastes – 
these have been largely successful 
and the new categories will stay in 
place for the time being. 

For the flower entries we invested 
in some new vases in the spring to 
replace the tired old metal ones 
and introduced a few different 
ideas – the main one being the 
autumnal display using orange and 
yellow flowers. 

In the vegetables section the 
growing chilli plant was a big 
success – every one entered a 
different variety and colour.  The 
longest, biggest and heaviest items 
were again popular in the autumn 
show and made for some 
interesting specimens of runner 
beans, marrows and pumpkins. 

Once again we had some very 
promising entries in our novice 
section – this gives newcomers 
and those who haven’t had the 
confidence to enter the show 
before - a chance to show off what 
they can do without the intimidation 
of laying out their entries alongside 
those of the old hands. 

It is always nice to see children 
getting involved – they often go 
along with their parents or 
grandparents to their plots and 
help them (yes, I said help them) 
with the digging and involving them 
in the show is a way for children to 
understand the process of planting, 
growing, showing off and then 
eating a tasty vegetable. Making a 
picture or a funny animal and 
getting a prize for it is must be a 
fun thing to do as well.  

The auction continues to be well 
received and Jackie makes a great 
auctioneer.  The sale at the end of 
the shows of donated exhibits – 
items of cookery, bunches of 
flowers, fruits, vegetables and 
sometimes whole displays means 
our visitors especially get to share 
the wonderful smells and tastes of 
fresh produce. 

The produce stall, tombolas and 
raffles are extra attractions at the 
shows but the main thing that pulls 
in the punters is the refreshment 
stall serving an array of delicious 
home made cakes. 
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But, we could not put on the shows 
without the volunteers – everyone 
who helps makes a difference be it 
making a cake, planting up some 
seedlings, washing up the cups or 
staffing a stall – so my sincere 
thanks to everyone who donates 
their time towards making the 
shows a great way to spend a 
Saturday afternoon. 

 
SITE 2 SECRETARY’S 
REPORT: Georgina O’Reilly 

 
 
Lettings. 
There have been 10 new plot 
lettings from November 2014 to 
November 2015.  Three of the 
larger plots, that are those of 4 
rods and over, have been let to 
existing plot holders who had come 
to the top of the list for a large 
plots. 2 larger plots have been split 
bringing the total number of plots 
on site 2 to 85.  
 

Site management  
Trees 
Following a request from a plot-
holder at the last AGM regarding 
tall trees casting excessive shade 
on the south boundary of the site, 
we gained permission from 
Wandsworth Borough Council and 
agreement from the owners to 
reduce the height of 3 mature trees 
and to remove several self seeded 
saplings.  Two holly trees to the 

rear of plot 34A were pruned and 
shaped at the same time. 
 
Boundary fence 
In response to a request from the 
owner of the property to the rear of 
plot 30A, we collaborated to reduce 
the height of the Leyland trees and 
establish a clear boundary line. 
The new owner will install a proper 
fence. 
 
Security   
Overnight, on May 15 thieves 
entered the site and forced entry 
into 15 sheds. Four electric 
strimmers were stolen and 2 
garden forks. The police were 
alerted early the next morning, a 
crime number given, but none of 
the stolen goods have been 
recovered. Further incidents of 
opportunistic thieving have 
occurred and unsecured tools have 
been taken. This is always 
regrettable and plot holders are 
reminded to lock away tools at all 
times. 
 
Community links    
In July we collaborated with Dover 
House Estates Resident’s 
Association’s (DHERA) Bring and 
Buy sale on the Pleasance Green 
by lending our fold up tables and 
allowing use of our toilet for the 
occasion. 
 
Irrigation systems 
In response to an enquiry from a 
plot-holder about installing an 
irrigation system and taking into 
account two such systems already 
in place, members of the 
committee (Jackie Savage, Helen 
Finch, Shirley Gillbe and me) have 
looked into the feasibility of such 
systems on the plots.  While 
welcoming that these systems can 
reduce water waste, the team has 
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had to consider the impact on the 
RGS water bills should they be 
mismanaged as well as the impact 
on other plot holders should their 
use become widespread.  We are 
also bound to work within the 
restraints of the WBC Letting 
Agreement. The findings of their 
investigation will be taken to 
Committee on December 6th after 
which it is hoped that a clear 
procedure and policy can be 
agreed.  
 
Plot inspections  
The 4-monthly plot inspection 
timetable is now well established 
along with our designated team. 
The main issues for the team are 
reasonable levels of cultivation, 
weed control and path 
maintenance.  On average there 
were 4 letters sent after each plot 
inspection. Three of these were 
second or third letters and nudged 
these plot holders into recognising 
they did not have time to manage 
an allotment. In the main, plot 
holders who receive letters 
respond positively. We try to take 
into account the very different 
circumstances of our members and 
ask them to discuss with us any 
difficulties they are experiencing so 
this can be considered at 
inspection times.  
 
Thanks   Finally, I’d like to extend 
thanks to the many plot-holders 
who give of their time freely in 
many ways, Eugene Power for 
helping with the store deliveries, to 
Alan Smart, the sign-writer and 
bonfire manager, to Pip Mellotte 
who maintains the toilet to an 
impeccable standard and Jenny 
Cobb who has made curtains for 
the toilets.  Derrick Ratcliffe 
continues to supervise the manure 
deliveries his help is invaluable.  

 
Also, to those plot-holders who 
communicate with me on many 
issues as they arise so that the site 
can be managed as effectively as 
possible for us all. Thank you all for 
your ongoing support. 
 
SITE 3 SECRETARY’S 
REPORT: Helen Finch 

 
 

This has been my second year as 
site secretary.  It is a role I have 
continued to enjoy as I get to know 
all the new plot holders and am 
gradually getting acquainted with 
existing plot holders. 

Lettings: Some more plots have 
been split generating 3 more plots 
so we now have 158 plots 
altogether on site 3.   Over the year 
since the last AGM there have 
been a total of 19 lettings (12%), 
16 to new tenants and 3 to existing 
plot holders.   

Thefts: Nothing major but 
complaint from neighbouring 
householder about the theft of a 
bike from his back garden that they 
thought could only have been 
taken via site 3.  They were having 
work done on their house and had 
no barrier between the garden, 
where the bike was stored, and the 
allotments.   

Improvements: Artan painted the 
outside of the main gate and he 
painted the Toilet hut.  Chris De 
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Courcey cleared a bramble plant 
behind the toilet hut that was 
damaging the fence and did a 
holding job of repairing the fence. 

Plot inspections  
These take place in November, 
March and July.  I have needed to 
contact an average of 13 plot 
holders (about 8%), as their plots 
needed some attention.  Four plots 
have been given up resulting from 
nudging letters over this last year.   
We do have some plots where the 
plot holders visit far too 
infrequently to cultivate so we are 
taking a firmer line as those who 
do not cultivate their plots are in 
breach of their tenancy agreement 
and therefore liable to lose their 
plot.   The vast majority cultivate in 
an amazing array of different ways 
and are obviously getting a lot out 
of having a plot. 
 
Paddock Secondary School.   
A plot has been let to this school 
for students with very significant 
learning disabilities.  The school 
has a science teacher who is a 
keen allotmenteer and so asked for 
the school to be added to the 
waiting list as she felt the students 
would get a lot out of looking after 
an allotment.  We negotiated a 
special tenancy agreement 
specifying supervision of students 
and how the plot would be 
managed during holidays, 
particularly the long summer 
holiday.  They have been rather 
slow to start but seem to be 
enjoying using the land. 
 
Thanks:   
Many thanks to all those who help 
to keep the allotment site going by 
willingly giving some time and 
doing that bit extra.  There is 
always something that needs to be 

done and the generous spirit in 
which things get done is very 
heart-warming but is also essential 
to keep the organisation ticking 
over.  So thank you to all the 
contributors – they are much 
appreciated. 
 
Waiting list 
It is growing.  There are 215 
people on the waiting list of whom, 
26 are existing plot holders.  Those 
at the top put their names down in 
July 2013 so it is taking about 2 ½ 
years for new potential tenants to 
get a plot at the moment but since 
the waiting list is growing it is likely 
to take longer in future.  There are 
35 more on the list compared with 
this time last year.  There have 
been 101 names added to the list 
since the last AGM; of which 7 are 
existing plot holders. 
I have been contacting those near 
the top of the waiting list and give 
an indication of time commitment 
that a plot requires.  An offer of 
going on to the Secondary waiting 
list is an option if the prospective 
plot holder is not in a position to 
take on a plot in the near future.  
Some people have taken up this 
offer.  Allotments seem to be 
gaining popularity as the 
lengthening waiting list is likely to 
indicate. 

John Ireland asked about the 
difference between the primary and 
secondary waiting list. HF 
explained that sometimes people 
come to the top of the primary list 
when other commitments prevent 
them for taking a plot. They can 
then move to the secondary list 
and ask for their plot when the time 
is right for them.  
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SITE MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Shirley Gillbe 
(Sorry no photo – see next month) 
 

The most significant development 
of the year is that a Public Service 
Mutual called Enable Leisure and 
Culture now runs WBC Leisure and 
cultural facilities.  This will be the 
case for the next four years, after 
which Enable will have to compete 
for future contracts.  This had been 
planned for some time and went 
live on 1 October 2015. Enable's 
aim, and that of WBC, is business 
as usual, with the same staff as 
now.   More information can be 
found on the WBC website. 

WBC's Best Plot Competition was 
run across all 10 sites again this 
year.  The judge, Paul Ellis-Howe, 
was enthusiastic to share his great 
skill and expertise on all things 
allotment and plot holders (only 
15% of plots on each site were 
eligible this year) entered were 
pleased to receive feedback from 
him. Sadly, the winner was not 
from our community but Paul has 
agreed to join the RGS in early 
2016 to talk about allotmenteering.  

WBC/Enable views any 
encroachment by local residents 
on to allotment land very seriously. 
 At present one 'serial offender' 
who has built a boundary fence 
that extends onto the 'no mans lad 
strip' between each plot and 
adjacent housing is being 
managed the Head of Parks, Jerry 
Birtles.  If you fear that 
encroachment has occurred, 
please let your site manager know 
ASAP. 

Finally, Miss Nina Naylor, a 
gatekeeper for the Pleasance gate 
on Site 2 for many years and a 

great friend to the allotments died 
last month.  She came to live on 
the Doverhouse Estate when she 
was a small child (aged 4) and 
worked the plot that my husband 
and I now manage during the war. 
 She carried on growing vegetables 
in her garden up to her death. 
 Another link with the history of the 
Allotments has been lost with her.   

 
BULLETIN EDITOR’S 
REPORT: Pat Dark 

 
Everyone has the opportunity to 
access the RGS Bulletin, which is 
produced 10 months of the year, 
with a break in January and 
August. The majority of members 
now access the Bulletin 
electronically but paper copies are 
still available from both sites and 
the Store. Wandsworth Council’s 
‘Quickprint’ efficiently produce an 
excellent paper copy for us. 

The biggest issues come prior to 
the summer and autumn shows 
when the show schedule and entry 
forms are attached and after the 
shows when photos of the produce 
entered and details of the winners 
are included. 

Each month Jackie, our 
Chairperson, writes a short topical 
report about current issues, such 
as, the gates and rubbish 
collection.  Gill Tamsett, the Store 
Manager keeps us updated on new 
stock or seasonal purchases, e.g. 
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seed potatoes, garlic and onions.  
During the year a feature was done 
on the Store showing how 
deliveries are managed, thanks to 
the loyal band of volunteers. 

There is also warning of special 
events such as plot inspections, 
visits and seasonal advice from the 
experts, such as, dealing with 
potato blight or shutting down the 
allotment for the winter. 

A recipe using produce that is 
growing that month is included. 
Many of these are recipes I have 
used over the years, one example, 
was my mum’s ‘Apple Cake’. I am 
always delighted when other 
members send me favourite 
recipes to include.  

Increasingly, members are sending 
me photos, such as the one in last 
month’s Bulletin of Carol and her 
friend dressing onions for the 
Show. We include sad news, such 
as an obituary of a deceased 
member and happy news, such as, 
Raj winning prizes at the RHS 
Autumn Show and at Wisley. 

I have developed a section called 
’something, I am proud of’. I came 
somewhat unstuck with this, when I 
put in a photo of my glorious 
‘Solomon’s Seal, only to have to 
include the following month a photo 
of the grey furry caterpillars 
stripping it bare! 

There is a developing ‘Notices’ 
section at the end of the Bulletin, 
providing contact information and 
local services that are available to 
you, such as an excellent shear 
sharpening service. 

Please remember that it is your 
Bulletin, so feedback, letters, 
photos and recipes, etc are very 
welcome. My contact details and 

deadline for copy are at the back of 
each Bulletin.  

Election of the Committee 
2015-2016 
There were 3 resignations from the 
committee this year and I would 
like to thank them all for all their 
hard work. Barbara McCall who 
was our Trading Sec has now 
moved out of the area, Bill Young 
has taken up a post at Oxford 
University and Melanie Tham who 
is now studying again as well as 
working. 

The following nominations were 
made and accepted for the 
Committee: 

Committee 
Jackie Savage – Chair & Website 
Editor 
Carol Martinez – Vice Chair / Chair 
of Show 
Janis Humberstone  - Treasurer 
Alison Linton – Minutes’ / 
Membership Sec. 
Georgina O’Reilly – Site 2 
Allotment Sec. 
Helen Finch – Site 3 Allotment 
Sec. 
Pat Dark – Bulletin Editor 
Mike Cooper – Security  
Gill Tamsett – Trading Secretary  
Liz Chrominska 
Sheila Konig 
Steve Clarke (below top) 
Greg Wilcox (below bottom) 
Shirley Gillbe – Site Manager for 
Wandsworth Council (non-voting 
position) 
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Photos of committee 
members, not seen 
anywhere else in the 
Bulletin 

 
Sheila Konig 
 

 
Steve Clarke 
 

 
Greg Wilcox 
 

Unfortunately, there is no picture of 
Mike Cooper. I will try to get one 
for the next Bulletin. 
 
AOB 
This year’s Christmas pudding was 
won by Thomas Savage (JS’s 
grandson!) 

Ian Lewer thanked the committee 
for all their great work. He hopes to 
be able to help the RGS move 
forward to becoming a Charity and 
renegotiating their relationship with 
the council. He was delighted to be 
with us this evening and present 
the cups in Justine Greenings 
absence – her continued support to 
the RGS in spite of her 
International role is greatly 
appreciated. 

The meeting closed at 8.15. 
Refreshments (co-ordinated by Pat 
Davis and Ali Linton) were served. 

 
RAJ DOES IT AGAIN 
Raj Patel entered his cherry 
tomatoes, sweet chocolate 
peppers, jungle chillies and 
courgettes in the Wisley autumn 
show. He won three first prizes and 
a 2nd prize with his courgettes.  
 
Congratulations Raj! 
 
 
DISCOUNT AT ADRIAN HALL 
Adrian Hall now issues their own 
discount card to RGS members 
(on production of their 
membership card). They give 
5% discount if goods are 
delivered and 10% on other 
goods. Hard materials e.g. 
paving etc. are excluded. 
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SOMETHING I AM PROUD 
OF! 
Pamela Partridge sent me this 
amazing contribution. 
 
A photograph of produce harvested 
on Sunday 25 October.  
 
Also, an unusual recipe for using 
rhubarb.  
 
Many thanks Pamela! 
 

 
 
Pamela said ‘Friends remarked on 
the wonderful Rhubarb! It is of 
course Ruby Chard.  
 
Baked Rhubarb and 
Parmesan 
 
Here's how I prepare and cook it.  
 
Wash leaves and stalks well. 
Separate leaves from stalks. Chop 
stalks into 2 inch pieces. Cook 
stalks until tender. Wilt leaves in 
same water. Squeeze excess 
water from leaves. Arrange leaves 
in a buttered baking dish - then 
chopped stalks on top. Season 

with salt and pepper, drizzle all 
over with cream (I prefer single) to 
which, add a good teaspoonful of 
grain mustard. Grate Parmesan 
cheese over the top. Bake in hot 
oven 180 degrees until top has 
light golden crust. 
 
Thanks to Nigel Slater - although 
he uses double cream - 400ml and 
a good handful of Parmesan’ 
Pamela Partridge 
 
 
GARDENER WANTED: 
 
To help with a garden in Lysons 
Walk, SW15. 
Please phone 0208 878 3986 or 
07438 773663 
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Show Awards 2015:  

Special Awards for the Summer 
Show 

 
The Roehampton Estate 
Challenge Cup (presented by 
Douglas Overall) – The best 
vegetable in the summer show  
Raj Patel (Carrots)  
 
The Hugh & Lady Linstead 
Centenary Cup– The most points 
for vegetables in the summer show  
Raj Patel 

 
 
The Davis Memorial Cup –  
The best exhibit for I vegetable/1  
fruit/1 flower.  
Jenny Gorle 
 

 
 
 
The Lady Hudson Cup - The best 
rose in the summer show  
Derrick Ratcliffe  

 
 
The Dr Howard Coulthard Cup –  
The best bowl of roses arranged  
for all round effect 
Eileen May 
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The Lady Corry Cup - The best  
vase of multiflora roses  
Mariangela Renshaw 
 
The A Norman Rogers Challenge  
Cup - The best vase of cut flowers,  
3 or more kinds 
Pat Davis 

 
 
The Barbara Dacie Cup - The 
best  
flower display in a goblet  
Mariangela Renshaw 
 
The Summer Cookery Cup– The 
highest number of points in section 
The Lintons (Robert receiving cup   
below, Alison is next to Jackie on  
front cover picture) 

 

The WTF Iles Memorial Cup– The 
novice with most points in the  
Summer show Brenna Lattimore 

 
Special Awards for the 
Autumn Show 
 
The Reta Challenge Cup – The  
best vegetable in the autumn show 
Carole Sewell (Onions) 

 
 
The Hugh & Marie Jenkins  
Trophy – The most points for  
vegetables in autumn show  
Raj Patel 
 
Dr Miguel Lacroze Cup – The 
best Harvest Collection – B19  
Liz Chrominska 
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The Tommie Noon Cup – The  
best exhibit in class C54 – 5  
different vegetables/fruit 
Carol Martinez 

 
 
The Barnes & Mortlake Herald  
Challenge Cup – The best exhibit  
of dahlias –  
Mariangela Renshaw 
 
The Jack Hawkins Challenge  
Cup – The best vase of 4 different  
types of flower (A8)   
Pat Davis 
 
The Ben Dandey Memorial Cup –  
The best vase of roses in the  
Autumn show, either HT or  
multiflora  
Pat Davis 
 
The Autumn Cookery Cup 
(Ladies Cup) – The exhibitor 
gaining the highest number of 
points in Section G  
Vivien Fowler 
 
The Percy Barnes Memorial Cup  
The novice with most points in the  
Autumn show  
Penny Baker 

 
 

Annual Awards 
 

The Reverend PG Wallis Cup –   
The most points for fruit in both  
shows 
Susan McDonald 

 
 
The JHP Higgins Cup – The 
exhibitor gaining the most points in 
horticultural classes but nor 
successful in winning a major 
horticultural award. 
Vivian Fowler 

 
 
The Banksian Medal – The 
exhibitor with most prize money in 
horticultural sections of both 
shows- (this cannot be won by the 
same person within 3 years). 
Pat Davis 
 
The Rita Noon Cup – The most 
points in the children’s classes in 
both shows 
Callum Lodge 
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The RGS Challenge/Paula 
Alderson Memorial Cup – For 
best kept allotment. 
Leslie Harvey
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NOTICES 
RGS ADDRESS AND POST BOX 
Fixed to the gate at site 2, The 
Pleasance. The address is: 
Roehampton Garden Society 
The Pleasance Allotments 
The Pleasance 
London SW15 5HF 
 
RHS CONTACTS 
Committee Chair: Jackie 
Savage, 
Site 2 Allotment Secretary: 
Georgina O’Reilly; 
Site 3 Allotment Secretary: 
Helen Finch. 
Site Manager: Shirley Gillbe; 
 
Comments, questions for Chair 
and/or Committee via website: 
root@roehamptonallotments.co.
uk 
 
BASIC RULES FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF SOCIAL 
COHESION ON OUR 
ALLOTMENT SITES 
- Respect the rights and 
belongings of other plot holders. 
- No dogs without leads. 
- No unsupervised children. 
- Lock the gate behind you. 
- Dispose of your own rubbish. 
- No structures to be erected or 
trees to be planted without 
permission of your Site Secretary. 
If you think someone is breaking 
the rules contact a committee 
member or me, rather than 
confront another plot holder.  
jackiesavage29@gmail.com or 
07508 559134 
 
SECURITY 
If you see someone trespassing 
or causing damage on Sites or 
in an emergency phone 999 or 
text phone 18000. 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
2016 dates: 
Summer Show 2016: 11 June 
Autumn Show 2016: 10 September 
AGM 2016: 23 November 
 
NEW DAWN GARDENS 
Artan Deliallisi, one of our plot 
holders, offers regular or casual 
maintenance for gardens. He will 
repair or build fences, gates, 
sheds, paving, walls and arches. 
07411 288485       
artandeliallisi@gmail.com 
 
DISCOUNTS 
10% discount when you show your 
RGS membership card at: 
Capital Gardens, opposite 
Wandsworth Prison 
Adrian Hall Garden Centre in 
Sheen (please remember that you 
need to get an Adrian Hall discount 
card by showing your RGS card; 
 
THE CARTRIDGE PEOPLE,  
Give 10% of the cost of your order 
back to the Society when you buy 
from: 
www.cartridgepeople.com/Raisi
ngMoneyFor/Roehampton-GS 
 
YOUR LOCAL LOCKSMITH 
Professional & Reliable Service 

 
Complete Security Specialists 
Keys Cut 
Lock & Safes 
Emergency Locksmith 
Security Gates & Grilles 
Alarms 
391 Upper Richmond Road West, East Sheen, 
SW14 7NX   Tel: 0208 392 2233 

 
Mantra	  Landscapes	  

Grounds	  Maintenance	  Specialists	  
www.mantralandscapes.com	  

Alexander	  Barrington	  Thompson-
Byer	  

Tel:+44	  (0)7985	  463	  283	  
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THE CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION TOOL SHED  
Mend and re-furbished old 
garden tools for schools 
www.conservationfoundation.co
.uk 
 
AUSTIN MOWERS  
Repairs and sells reconditioned 
mowers and sharpen shears. 
300 Garratt Lane, SW18 4EH 
020 8874 4206 
www.austinmowers.com 
austinmowers@aol.com 
 
CAPITAL GROWTH 
Capital Growth is the largest food 
growing network in London. It was 
set up initially as a partnership 
initiative between London Food 
Link, the Mayor of London, and the 
Local Food Fund and helped 
create 2012 new community food-
growing spaces across London by 
the end of 2012. 
You may be interested in their 
courses and voluntary work 
opportunities. See what they are 
doing and sign up for their 
newsletter 
at www.capitalgrowth.org 
 
THE STORE 
Open on Sunday mornings 
between 10 -12.00 noon, also the 
café serving tea, coffee and 
homemade cake. 
 

New volunteers to help are  
always welcome. Please contact 
Carol Martinez at the Store or 
leave a message at: 
root@roehamptonallotments.co.
uk	  
 
 
 

 
www.vegetableseeds.com 
 
FREE HORSE MANURE  
 
Ridgway Stables in Wimbledon 
(next to Swan Pub on the corner of 
Hillside and Ridgway) have a 
constant supply of free horse 
manure available. 
 
The manure is already bagged and 
gardeners are welcome to collect 
between 8am -5pm, 7 days a 
week. 
 
They can also deliver manure in 
larger loads (approx 60 bags) to 
allotments in the area. This is done 
on Saturdays. 
 
Please call Julia on 020 8946 7400 
if you are interested. 
 
 
NEXT BULLETIN: Please 
note there is no January 
Bulletin. The next Bulletin  
Sunday 6 February 2016 
By email, in store and on both 
sites. 
Copy for next edition to Pat Dark 
(020 8789 7568, 27 St Margaret’s 
Crescent, Putney, London SW15 
6HL or by email: 
Patdark13@yahoo.co.uk by 26 
January 2016 
 
	  


