
RGS Committee Distance Reports by Thursday 4th March
Zoom meeting: Sunday 7th March 2021 9am

1.  Apologies for Zoom meeting: Vivien Fowler
Present: Helen Finch (Chair), Emma Blackwell, Patrick Crawford, Dorcas Johnson, Brenna Lattimore, Ali
Linton (host), Carol Martinez, Catherine Maunsell-Bower, Jackie Savage and Gill Tamsett

Apologies: Vivien Fowler, Greg Wilcox, Charles Gillbe  and Mike Cooper.

2. Record (attached) of the distance meeting reports from Sunday 7th February 2020 signed off ex-
committee

3. Matters arising not on the agenda
i) water charges: Emma kindly has got us a quote from Everflow Water. They are offering a 3 year

contract at about £25/year less than our present provider, Castle Water.  My opinion is it is not
worth switching.  What is the opinion of the rest of the committee? It was agreed to stay with Castle
Water.

4. Chair’s report: (HF)
i) Toilets: Site 3 now has an extractor fan in the toilet and site 2 should have on fitted this week.

When should we plan to open the toilets? After much discussion it was agreed to open the toilets at
the end of lockdown 29th March. People will be asked to wipe down before and after use. This will
mean they are open for Easter weekend.

ii) AGM location: Ali raised a valid point. The cricket club is a rather small room so difficult to distance
between members compared with the Church Hall.  Should we reconsider location? It is difficult to
make a decision so far ahead. Booking both venues will give us an option to decide with the relevant
Covid numbers.  CG suggested part virtual and part real meeting. Virtual would  need to be managed
well. Action: HF to liaise with CG and to provisionally book church hall

iii) Rent collection: Planning to send out a reminder email on 15th March.
iv) Visit from botanist: RGS was approached by Roy Vickery from the South London Botanical Society as

they wanted to visit to look at our weeds. The visit for practical reasons is not planned to go ahead
but he did offer to discuss with plot-owners about weeds and their often forgotten uses. I  suggest it
would be good to take him up on his offer perhaps for July if it were just an outdoor activity.  It
probably would have to be in small groups of less than 10.  Opinions please. Much discussion,
undoubtedly interesting but Site Secretaries had some reservations!! It was agreed that Brenna
would ask for more details and report back to the next meeting. Action: BL to contact Vickery

5. Projects:
Project 1: Communal cabin site 3: progress (JS) Since the weather has warmed, we are now able to report
some more progress on this project.
We sent out an email to all site 3 plot holders asking for volunteers and received 10 offers.

Communal Cabin
Rear of cabin painted (VF)
Worktop primed, painted and upstand siliconed in place (VF)
Water heater purchased for under sink
Working party (led by Charlie Held with Gerrard R, Ronnie M, Bill and Marianna P) to lay path on Sat 6th

March (refreshments AL)
Fridge and kettle to be delivered on Mon 8 March (HF)
Small background heater purchased (HF)
Electrician has installed commando exterior socket for shredder, exterior socket under verandah
Light and fan in toilet



Future works:
Working party (led by CH) to be arranged for weekend 13/14 March to construct fence between Bob’s
and communal plots
Plumbing water in and out of cabin (Patrick S)
Connect water heater (PS)
Connect and reinstate water butt (PS)
Raised bed constructed (GW)
Weed fabric and stone chippings to be laid (GW)
Lock to be changed to match site key (Ian Finch)
Gary to hang his “Potting Shed” sign
Plaque to Sonia Sawyer (arranged by VF) Sonia Sawyer made a significant bequest and those funds have
been used to part fund the cabin.
3 new timber sheds for store goods and shredder to be researched and installed on a hard solid base
(GW)
Install trellis and paint rear fence (VF and Mark)

Project 2: Power on site 3: progress (JS)  EDF are booked to install the electricity meter, so we can go
live, on Weds 10 March between 8 and 12. HF and the electrician due to attend site.

Project 5: Social area on site 2: Progress (CM)  The shed is nearly finished being painted and then the
door will need to be rehung as it has dropped.
Lee has started building the raised beds.
I have chosen a bench I would like but waiting for the update on the budget.

Site 3 Shredder and  mini store sheds (JS) 3 new timber sheds for store goods and shredder to be
researched and installed on a hard solid base (GW and HF)
This was agreed, the current sheds leak and are very insecure. New ones of better quality and with
shelves were requested.

6. Water on site 3 (PC) As previously reported, PC met with Thames Water and Wandsworth Council
representatives in January where Thames Water agreed that the works had been successfully completed
to their requirements.

Despite repeated promises from Thames Water that they would now complete their works, there has
been no progress to date. This has meant that Wandsworth Council’s Contractor has been unable to
return to Site 3 and complete this long outstanding project. Nonetheless,  PC will continue to chase both
Thames Water and Wandsworth Council and report further to the Chair when there has been progress.

Email from CG: he plans to turn on the water on site 2 on 15th March

7. Lease renewal (PC)As previously reported by PC, a meeting was held on 4 February with Fiona Hallard
of Richmond & Wandsworth Council Services, himself, Helen Finch and Alan Strowger. At the meeting,
Ms. Hallard confirmed that she would now progress matters with the Chief of Environmental Services
(CES) and Enable so that she could provide a revised Heads of Terms for consideration by the RGS at a
further meeting between her and the RGS to be held in early March.

Regrettably, Ms. Hallard has been unable to obtain the financial information which she requires so as to
provide the RGS with a revised draft Heads of Terms. Therefore, the meeting has been rescheduled for
18 March. Progress will be reported at the next Committee Meeting in April.

8. Charity application (CMB) (to report at the Zoom meeting)
Catherine M-B has done a lot of work on this. To progress she needs our lease which only exists in draft
form. Action HF to send CMB a copy.



9. Treasurer’s report: (DJ)
See attached PDF for the current listing of all accounts. This shows a breakdown by category, income,
expense etc.

Annual Rent Payment — As of 28 Feb, we've taken £8940.29 (of £22,775.79) in annual rent and fees from
142 (of 330) plot holders and associate members.  

10. Trading Secretary’s Report:  (GT) We are continuing to arrange deliveries to meet demand. Country
Natural deliveries are currently almost weekly. It is challenging to keep up with the demand for seed
composts, which is much higher than in previous years. Growbags have been sold much earlier in the season,
possibly to ensure that members had them for their plots when required.

The SylvaGrow is selling well despite its relatively high price.

Availability of stock is much better than it was at the height of the pandemic. We now have the popular
Organic Slug Stop Barrier Pellets in stock which we were unable to get last year.

Click and collect (JS) Following the success of this scheme we are offering it again till end of March
when we hope, with Rule of 6, we may re-open the store on a restricted basis.
The total amount taken in the store on the 4 Sundays February (on the SumUp card, which is the only
method of payment) was approx. £2,500.

Thanks to an excellent team of 10 we seem to have this running very well!  JC, HF, EB, AL, GT, GW, CM,
VF, JS and non committee member Georgina O’Reilly.

11. Allotment Secretaries’ reports:
i) Site 2 (C MB)

Lettings:
Plot 24  – 5 rods:  The PH has vacated this plot. It has been shown to an existing plot holder who has 3
rods but is seeking more land.  The plot has been declined on the grounds that it is too far away from
the friends she has made surrounding her current plot.  It will now be shown to another PH who is
seeking more land.

Plot 33A – 2 rods:  This plot has been relinquished now that the PHP has her own plot and can no longer
help.  Viewing is underway.

Plot 34A - 2 rods:  The PH has relinquished on production of invoice.  Viewing is underway.

Plot 40A – 3.5 rods: The plot has been relinquished because the PH has moved out of London.  His
tenancy has not been renewed.  Viewing is underway.

Plot 41 – 2 rods:  The PH has moved out of area   Viewing is underway.

ii) Site 3:  outer area 50-100 (VF)
Lettings: No lettings.  One plot, 71B, is currently vacant and was viewed last week.
Plot Inspections:  No major problems although some are covered in weeds.
Neighbours: Bamboo root barrier membrane to be installed once weather improves.
Council fence behind tea hut is in an unstable condition.  C Held has offered to install a concrete
stabilising post.

Manure – Royal Parks, Clapham and Stag Lodge stables have all been contacted.  Hopefully supplies will
resume when current lockdown is over.



Woodchip – Hardy Tree Surgeons have delivered good quality wood chip to both sites

Inner area 101-127 (AL)
Plot 123A (2 rods) has been relet

Plot 115A (4 rods) Has been vacated and will be offered to an existing plot holder on the waiting list.
Otherwise it will be split.

Plot 116A will be let at the end of March

12. Bulletin Editor’s report (CM) The next deadline is Monday 12th April.

13. Show Chair’s report (CM) Dates for both have done been put in the diary but obviously we will have to
see how things go with the release of lockdown before assuming that the June date will be OK to go ahead.

14. Site Manager’s report   (CG) nothing to report

15. Plant sale (VF) Suggested date/time - 2pm Saturday 24 or Sunday 25 April?   
Site 2 or 3?  Site 2 probably better as we can use the wooden tables and concrete area.  Site 2 for location 
and Saturday 24th was agreed. AL will help VF and they will present their plans to the next meeting.

16. Events and Diary dates:
 Gardeners’ Question time (CG) :
 Sharpening event (HF) I have spoken to Adam Bennett the sharpener and he is agreeable to do

another visit.  We can provide hand sanitiser to control cross contamination. He would rather do a
Saturday so if there is too much work he can return on Sunday. Suggest Saturday 15th  or 22nd May.
Are the committee agreeable to this event? The committee agreed.

 Visit to Wisley: Do we want to do one this year?  We are entitled to have 55 members go in free. It
was agreed not to visit this year.

 AGM: Friday 12/11/21

17 AOB - None
Date of the next meeting Sunday 4th April 2021 9am
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